CIY ] AEPONAUTICS BOARD
Washirgion

june 29, (954

TO: Messrs. Gurney, Denny, Ryemn, Lee, Adams,
The Executive Director

FROM: Director, Burcay of Safely investigation

SUB JECT: Afrereft Accident Neitifications Alr
Coliision, American Alriines? Flight 572.
N 94263, and Navy SNB, Ne. 237773, Porti
Columbus Afrport, Columbus, Ohio, fune 27,
to34, 2015 EST

Amertcen Alritmes? Flight 572, Convalr 240, was
eleared by the Port Columbus tower $o land on runway 27,
Yhen the Amegrtcan Flight was om t¥s final approsch, the
tower controller observed the Navy SNB approsching from
the southeast a? a low altitude snd in what appeered je
be close preximity o the Convaeiv. The controlisr im=
mediately requested the SNB piict to efiher euecute a
360~degree turm of go around the field. This regquest
was the only radioc econtact with the Navy fligh?, which
had not been gliven elearance To land.

Quelified witnesses placed the fwo alreraflt at
approzimately t=1/2 %0 2 miles east of the airport,
both in alignment with rumsway 27, the Conmvalv being
sfightly htgher than the SNB. The SNB, with gear re=
tracted, wss observed to epparenftly vise and coflide
with the under side ef the Convair.

Following collision the SNB crashed and exploded
in an open Tiecld cpproximately 1-1/2 miles cas? of the
spproach end of runway 27. Amerfcan Flight 572 con-
tinved its approach and landed or runway 27. After
firet touchdown on the wmalen gear, the nose gear ser<led
on the runway and collapsed, ond the alreraft sild ap-
proximately 4200 feel, coming %o reszi on its nose and
maln gear on & heading of approximetely 280 degrees.
Preliminary Iavesifigation Indicated that the left czn-
ginz and possibly fhe nose gesr of ihe Convalr came In
contact with the SNB, The lef!? engine was eantenmsively
damaged and almos? forrs ouwl of the necelie by impect
force but remsined atiached %o the siructure.
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Commgnder §., Hoerralh, USNR, and Li. A, }. Edgar,
occuparts of the MNavy SNB, recslved Taltal injuries.
Captain j. €, Poliard, Firsi Offtcer Jo 5. Myrick, Jr.o,
Stewardess Marthe Jjome Gumm, and 31 passengers of
American Flight 572 evacuvated the alreraft safely. The
only injuries were *o the stewardess snd spproximetely
15 of the passengers who experlenced buras on thelr
hands from sllidirg down the escape rope. Caplain Poliard
and First Officer Myrick evacuated vie the cockpit wine
dows; all other occupents used the emergarey escape
rope. IThe eanvas evacuation slide wes noi wsed because
of the passengers?® eagerness to evscueie the eircvatfl,
Fire from an electrical short In the belly comparimert
of the Convalr was aquickly extinguished.

The wesibher 8% Columbus, Chio, was gs followss

i230 EST = Sc¢atterad clouds atv 20,000
feet, scattered clouds gt
30,000 feety vistbilily 153
fewperature 773 dewpoint 453
wind NNY 182 altimeter 29.99.

g
eec

2030 E = Sgcattered clouwds at 3C,000;
vigibtlitty 12: temperature 70g
dewpolinl 485 wind N 63 slti-

meter 30.02.

Cificial sumset was at 2005 EST, end of
clvit Swilight 2038 EST, and total derk-
ngss occurred af 2119 EST.

investigator=tan=Charge R. P. Parshall of the Kansas
City office, fnvestigators C. E. Stiillwegon aad H, ¥,
Hediund of the Chicago office, and Structures Speelalist
M. V. Clarke of the Waskhington offlice are &t the scene.
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